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Dear Parents / Guardians,

The Christmas break and the New Year are fast approaching after a very exciting
2024. We have had a very busy time and the months have sped past with all the
children thoroughly enjoying themselves and developing into strong confident
learners.

Our Teachers’ Day was filled with joy, laughter, and appreciation! The children were
thrilled to celebrate their teachers, and the school was decorated with beautiful
flowers, fruits, and thoughtful gifts. A heartfelt thank you to all the parents and
guardians who helped make this day so special!

We are now looking forward to the Christmas season. We will be having our annual
Christmas Charity Fair at SIS @ Van Phuc on Saturday 7" December. Tickets are
now available for purchase with the cashier (books of 10 tickets for 100 VND).

Don’t forget that we are still collecting second-hand items e.g. toys/books/clothes etc
for sale at our “ trash and treasure” stall — we have a festive chimney pot at the school
door for these donations — simply pop them into the chimney on your way past.

We then follow up this event with our Christmas Carolling and visit from Father
Christmas on the morning of Wednesday 18" December - so a busy and exciting
December now awaits us!

Stephanie C. Mills
Head of Kindergarten

Upcoming Important Dates:

Wednesday 18" December — Christmas Caroling /
Father Christmas Visit
Friday 20" December — Last day of school

Monday 6™ January — School reopens after the Christmas Break
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News around the Classrooms

EXPLORING OUR FIVE SENSES EXPLORING HOUSES IN PREP

This month, we have been
talking about our houses,
rooms, and household items.
This topic has been an
incredible chance for each
owlet to speak in front of the
classroom about things they
feel confident and familiar
with. We have learned a lot
through activities such as:

Nursery Bunny Class had a
wonderful time this month
exploring the five senses.

At the American Club, we
explored the sense of sight and
touch through a range of physical
development  activities from
running freely on the football
field, making sure that they look
carefully to ensure they are coordinated.

At the American Club garden, -
students experimented with
different kinds of flowers. They
carefully observed the vibrant
colours, felt the varying textures
of petals and leaves, and
compared and contrasted the
different scents.

Group Projects: Students
have collaborated in small
groups to build houses with
everyday items such as
sponges, popsicle sticks and
straws.

Show and Tell: Each student
drew and shared their house
and their dream house.
Through speaking in front of others they are able to
develop skills of self-expression, confidence, and
effective communication.

Back in the classroom, sensory
exploration continued with creative art and craft
activities that encouraged fine motor skill development
and imaginative thinking. Students made colourful
handprints, collaborated on a circle collage, and
explored bubble wrap finger painting. These activities
not only nurtured their creativity but also provided
opportunities for tactile learning and self-expression.

Vocabulary Games: We played several interactive
games that helped reinforce the vocabulary related to
our theme.

Music was another exciting component of the
exploration of the five senses. The children eagerly
played various musical instruments, exploring different
notes and fostering a sense of rhythm and coordination.

With each topic, we aim to
freedom to find their voice and
increase their confidence in

give the students the

expressing themselves in
This month has been a English.
wonderful journey of As we move forward, we plan
exploration and to explore more topics that
discovery, and we are encourage our owlets to share
proud to see the their personal experiences
children grow and and foster their love for
learn. learning.
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HOME AND SCHOOL LIFE EXPERIMENTING IN PREP

The International K2 students have enjoyed exploring

Prep students had an exciting and immersive
about homes the past few weeks.

experience during a dynamic STEM activity—making

jelly! This hands-on project allowed them to engage
We learnt about the with . -
different types of homes fundamental
including houses, scientific
apartments/flats, and villas. concepts in a
We o!rew our homes and fun and
described them to our interactive way
classmates. Then, we made As they
different types of homes measured
using various construction ingredients
materials. We described mixed ’

what they looked like by using adjectives such as big,

solutions, and
small, tall, and short.

observed the transformation of jelly from a liquid to a
solid, students developed their understanding of
physical changes, the effects of temperature, and the
science behind state transitions.

To understand the concept of homes on a city scale, we
made a collective city scene through collage — aiming to
make the building and homes as realistic as possible.

We also learnt about rooms

. . This activity
in Fhe home‘ and typical encouraged
furn.lture found in ea(.:h. room. critical  thinking
During a STEM activity, \{ve and problem-
constructed bedrooms with solving as

four walls and typical types of
furniture including a bed,
wardrobe, table, and chairs.
We felt like professional
architects!

students made
predictions about
what might
happen next and
then tested their hypotheses. The process also
provided an excellent opportunity to practice fine motor
skills and teamwork in a playful, collaborative setting.

We had lots of fun in our home dramatic play activities —
including exploring the new dolls house and having fun
in our classroom kitchen by cooking and feeding our

_ The vibrant colours and jiggly textures added an
dolls and stuffed animals.

element of surprise
and delight, keeping

As a final activity,

‘ students engaged
we designed and throughout. By
drew our dream blending creativity with
bgdrooms, scientific  exploration,
kitchens, and the activity
bathrooms. We demonstrated that
were very creative learning can be both
with our ideas and educational and

we were excited to
show our pictures to
our classmates.

incredibly enjoyable.
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SENSORY WORKSHOP FOR BABIES ART EXPERIMENTS IN K1 DUCKLING

Our sensory workshop this
month, focused on the
importance of safe, edible
materials for babies and
young children. Sensory
play is not only fun but also
plays a vital role in early
development. By providing

Duckling students recently
had an exciting engaging
marble painting session. The
children were immediately
intrigued and curious about
how marbles could be used
to create art. As they began
to roll the marbles across the

taste-safe materials, we paper, they were amazed to
ensured that even the youngest learners could explore | discover that the marbles
and learn in a safe, engaging environment. moved like little paintbrushes, spreading the paint in

unique and colorful patterns. This hands-on activity
Sensory play is a powerful tool for learning. It stimulates | allowed the students to explore the concept of motion,

curiosity, supports motor skill development, and lays the | cause and effect, and how different materials can be
foundation for early literacy and creativity. In this | used creatively.

workshop, we explored
how sensory activities
can encourage mark-
making, a crucial pre-
writing skill that helps
children develop hand
strength,  coordination,
and control.

Through the process of
mixing various colours,
the children not only
developed their fine motor
skills but also got to
experiment with colour
theory. They observed
how different colours
Parents participated in hands-on demonstrations of blended together,

simple, taste-safe recipes, perfect for home use. The | creating beautiful new shades and exciting patterns.
workshop emphasized how these materials can be used | This experiment was a great introduction to early
to foster early learning. concepts of art and science, helping the students
understand how colours interact and how simple tools,

Children used their fingers and tools to create patterns, | like marbles, can be used to produce beautiful results.
shapes, and lines, building the foundation for writing

skills. Activities like squeezing, rolling, and pressing | The marble painting
materials strengthen small hand muscles, essential for | activity also provided an
gripping pencils and tools. Open-ended materials also | opportunity for the children
encourage children to to practice patience and
experiment,  explore,  and ' perseverance.  Although
create freely, fostering the paintings were still wet
problem-solving and creativity. when they asked to take
them home, they were so
proud of their work that
they couldn’t wait to show it
off. It was rewarding to see the students' sense of
accomplishment as they reflected on their creative
process and shared their artwork with their families.

Parents learned that these
taste-safe materials are easy to
make at home using everyday
ingredients, ensuring a cost-
effective and safe way to
support development.
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